Writing progression of skills

Key skills

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Cohesion

ewrite sequenced
sentences to form a
short narrative

eorganise ideas
appropriately
(depending on the text
type) e.g. the sequence
of events in a recount,
list of materials and
correctly sequenced
instructions

ewrite relevant
sentences under given
sub-headings

euse bullet points when
guided by the teacher

ewrite simple,
coherent narratives
that include a simple
opening and/or ending
+ key event

egroup related ideas
together

euse time related
adverbs to sequence
and connect ideas

euse present and past
tense mostly correctly
and consistently

euse bullet points and
sub-heading when it is
appropriate for the
genre

write coherent narratives
where the main event is
expanded on in sufficient
detail so that the reader
is clear on what is
happening and why

develop some
description (narrative)
and facts (Non-fiction) in
expanded sections

use adverbs and
adverbial phrases to
express manner (how),
place (where) and time
(when)

structure non-fiction
texts appropriately for
the writing form/ genre)
with related ideas and
information organised
into sections

use headings,
subheadings and bullet
points to guide the
reader

write coherent narratives
where the main events
are correctly sequenced
and signposted for the
reader (using devices
such as fronted
adverbials and
subordinating
conjunctions)

write in a well-structured
form that is appropriate
for the genre

organise ideas into
paragraphs around a
theme

euse coordination and
subordination to link and
expand ideas (previously
taught conjunctions +
those outlined in Y4
P.o.S)

ofrequently make
appropriate choice of
pronoun or noun within
and across sentences to
aid cohesion and avoid
repetition

e*make use of images and
diagrams to give the

organise ideas coherently
for the reader

include enough detail so
that a clear picture of
events/information is
provided

organise ideas into
paragraphs

ofrequently open a new

paragraph with a topic

sentence to orientate the

reader (non-fiction
writing)

use fronted adverbials to
signpost the reader

use coordination and
subordination to link and
expand ideas (previously
taught conjunctions +
those outlined in Y5
P.o.S)

frequently use
conjunctive adverbs to
link across sentences

eindependently apply a
wide range of layout
devices

reader extra information

organise ideas
coherently for the
reader

use a range of devices
to build cohesion
within and across
paragraphs

use a range of
previously taught
conjunctions to
express time, reason,
contrast, concession
and cause and effect

open a new paragraph
with a topic sentence
to orientate the reader

(non-fiction writing)

use conjunctive
adverbs appropriately

use verb tenses
consistently and
correctly throughout
their writing

independently apply a
wide range of layout
devices
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Key skills

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Sentence
Structure

efrequently joins words
using ‘and’

euses the coordinating
conjunction ‘and’ to join
clauses to create
compound sentences

einclude some variation
in the way sentences
start

use statements,
guestions,
exclamations and
commands as
appropriate to the
text/genre

euse co-ordination to
join clauses

euse some
subordination to join
clause

eopen sentences in a
variety of different
ways across the writing

use a variety of sentence
types including simple,
compound, and complex

use subordination and
coordination (previously
taught coordinating and
subordinating
conjunctions + before,
after)

frequently use adverbs
and adverbial phrases as
sentence openers and
within sentences

use prepositions
appropriately

vary sentence
structure by using a
range of openings:
Adverbials,
subordination, subject
reference (e.g. The
boys..., Our gang...),
speech

use noun phrases that
are expanded by the
addition of a
modifying adjective
and/or the addition of
a prepositional phrase

econtinue to use a
variety of sentence
types including simple,
compound, and
complex

apply a range of
openings: fronted
adverbials,
subordination, subject
reference (e.g. The
boys..., Our gang...),
speech and
conjunctive adverbs

use parenthesis to add
additional information
or an aside to a
sentence

use noun phrases that
are expanded by the
addition of a
modifying adjective
and/or the addition of
a prepositional phrase

indicate degrees of
possibility using
adverbs or modal
verbs

use adverbs (including

those of intensity) to

make meaning more
precise

continue to use a
variety of sentence
types including simple,

compound, and
PR P

make good use of
parenthesis to add
additional information
or an aside to a
sentence

apply previously
taught openers (e.g.
subject, fronted
adverbials,
subordination,
conjunctive adverbs,
speech) thoughtfully
and for effect (varying
as appropriate)

use adverbs (including
those of degree and
intensity) to good
effect

apply grammar
appropriately to a
sentence to achieve a
sense of
formality/informality

apply passive voice as
appropriate
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Key skills

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Punctuation

eleave spaces between
words

use capital letters most of
the time for the pronoun ‘I,
to indicate proper nouns
(people, country/town/city
names and for days of the
week

sometimes capitalise place
names e.g. Bamburgh Castle,
Carr Hill Primary School

frequently start sentences

with a capital letter and end

them with either a full stop,
question mark or
exclamation mark

demarcate most sentences
using full stops and capital
letters
frequently demarcate
sentences using question
marks and exclamation marks
(when appropriate to the
sentence)

capitalise place names e.g.
Bamburgh Castle, Carr Hill
Primary School + months of
the year

ofrequently use commas in
lists

ofrequently use apostrophes
to show contracted forms

esometimes use apostrophes

to show singular possession

euse full stops, capital
letters, exclamation
marks and question
marks correctly

recognise and correctly
capitalise a growing
range of
proper nouns

use commas in lists

use apostrophes to show
contracted forms

use apostrophes to show
singular possession

use inverted commas to
demarcate speech

use the range of previously
taught punctuation correctly

use apostrophes to mark
singular possession
use apostrophes to mark
plural possession

use a comma after a fronted
adverbial

starting to apply internal
punctuation rules for speech

use the range of
previously taught
punctuation correctly

use a comma after a
fronted adverbial
use a comma after a
conjunctive adverb
frequently use commas
to mark subordinate
clauses

use brackets, dashes and
commas to indicate
parenthesis

follow the punctuation
rules for speech
ofrequently start a new
line for a new speaker
when setting out speech

use the range of
previously taught
punctuation correctly
use a colon to introduce a
list
use semi-colons within a
more complex list
sometimes use semi-
colons to connect two
clauses
sometimes use colons to
introduce an explanation,
elaboration or summary
use hyphens to avoid
ambiguity
apply punctuation
consistently to a bullet
pointed list

Handwriting

esit correctly at the table

hold a pencil correctly and
comfortably

frequently form letters in
the correct direction
(starting and finishing in the
correct place)

show some control of letter
positioning - descenders
sometimes go below the line
show some control of letter
positioning — ascenders are
sometimes taller than other
letters

euse the diagonal and
horizontal strokes needed to
join letters in some of their
writing

ewrite lower case letters the

correct size, orientation and

relationship to one another
and to upper case letters

use spacing between words
that reflects the size of the
letters

euse the horizontal
strokes needed to join
letters

understand which letters,
when adjacent to each
other, are best left un-
joined
L]
control letter size and
spacing (down strokes of
letters are parallel and
well- spaced and
ascenders and
descenders do not touch)

suse the horizontal strokes
needed to join letters

understand which letters,
when adjacent to each other,
are best left un-joined

write legibly and consistently
(the down strokes of letters
are parallel and equidistant)

space lines of writing so that
ascenders and descenders do
not touch

swrite legibly using joined
handwriting

use joined handwriting

adapt presentation to
meet the writing purpose
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